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I. Introduction 
 

Language is an exciting entity to be studied and questioned. Its existence which is 

vital to civilization though often underestimated, makes it necessary to decide right or 

wrong. Language is a means of conveying messages from articulators to auditors (Siregar, 

2021, p. 54). Language is one of the most important things in the life of every human being 

(Purba, N. et al. (2020). Therefore, language becomes an essential and exciting variable to 

be studied and revised scientifically for the preservation and progress of civilization. For 

the record, the language discussed here agrees on morphological and phonological 

constructions listed in the dictionary and all symbols that contain signs and meanings in 

society. 

Linguistics is the most effective and efficient tool for studying languages. Linguistics 

is empirically proven to be effective and efficient in answering various problems of 

civilization. Today, one of the most popular branches of microlinguistics is 

Sociolinguistics. Language can be a determinant of the dynamics of society. This condition 

makes this disciplined approach vital to understanding and implementing scientific and 

practical life activities. Sociolinguistics is an interdisciplinary technology that studies 

language concerning the communication ecosystem in the community of cultures. As an 

object in sociolinguistics, language is not seen or approached as a mere lexical 

arrangement but is seen or approached as a means of interaction or communication in 

society. 

Such sociolinguistic characteristics show an attempt to go beyond the primary 

science, namely structural linguistics. It can be said. Sociolinguistics is a science of 

language that seeks to express the values of life revealed in language. 
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Sociolinguistics is stuck in the study of language, which is purely empirical. This 

assessment can be observed when sociolinguistics only comes to the study of language, 

which reveals the linguistic system. 

Based on this fact, the writer feels the need to raise the other side of sociolinguistics 

that has not been explored, namely the aspect of language meaning. Because, in essence, 

humans communicate with each other to convey messages in the form of meaning, which 

is automatic, containing the value in it. When humans converse within themselves to 

contemplate, language will lead them to think and make decisions for each problem. 

Therefore, it is a mistake if language is only studied based on practical aspects of mere 

sound and form. 

Scientific objectivity will be achieved when science’s ontology and axiology aspects 

do not overlap. Therefore, in philosophical research, a ‘heuristic’ method is developed, 

which is a method to find and develop new scientific strategies, even in philosophy itself 

(Kaelan, 2004. p. 96). The consequence of applying this method is searching for 

alternatives to the scientific paradigm. Thus, the theoretical imbalance in science can be 

corrected to be solid when used in research. 

The difference between langue and parole will lead the author to search for research 

objects, methods, and systems and the basics of truth used in sociolinguistic research when 

examining aspects of language meaning. This search, of course, must be preceded by 

placing the sociolinguistic definition back by the appropriate object of research material 

based on the difference in reports between langue and parole. 

Epistemology is essentially a philosophical study of the nature, origin, and limits of 

human knowledge’s character, heritage, and limitations. Alternatively, in other words, 

epistemology is a branch of philosophy that deals with knowledge. It is sometimes referred 

to as a theory of knowledge. In this case, epistemology tries to challenge the existence of 

Sociology concerning the role and function of Sociolinguistics itself. 

 

II. Research Method 
 

The research that forms the basis for writing this scientific article begins with a study 

with literature observations. Of course, this must be done in opening up horizons and 

collecting as much literature data as possible to serve as a basis for research. Nevertheless, 

that is not enough. The key to discussion and conclusion is a comparative analysis of 

triangulation between literary theory and factual empiricism. The power of logical 

argumentation is the basis of victory in research that tries to formulate an idea against an 

idea. 

In summary, the research method used in this case is to collect conservative ideas 

relevant to the research problem, seek comparisons from species of theories and empirical 

data, and then analyze each relativity and associated distortion. Hermeneutics and 

heuristics are consistently used as the basis for the research method in this case. 

 

III. Discussion 
 

The philosophical approach always works side by side and collaborates with 

Epistemology, Ontology, and Axiology as a reliable construction of philosophical studies 

to use. So, to explore, discuss, and conclude the problems, in this case, we must carry out 

this collaborative work systematically as well. 
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The concept of the nature of language for humans proposed by structural linguists, 

namely langue, actually failed when Saussure formulated the idea. This fact is reminiscent 

of Saussure’s attempt to separate speech from humans with the rationale of finding general 

laws. With this generality principle, Saussure considers language worthy of scientific 

study. 

Language, if observed causally, will never be separated from humans forever. 

Therefore, studying the language by first removing the human element is a mistake. On 

this basis, a researcher will be disappointed if he tries or even defines language research 

methods as positivistic and quantitative research. 

However, Saussure’s findings on parole have similar elements as proposed by 

Ludwig Wittgenstein as an ordinary language. This material object led Wittgenstein to 

produce his famous work entitled Philosophical Investigation. 

Wittgenstein further developed Moore’s thinking about ordinary languages by 

proposing language games. According to Wittgenstein, based on the fact that humans use 

common language in everyday life in a variety of activities and contexts. Each language 

used has its own rules. Therefore, idiom analysis is carried out not to find universal logical 

truths but to find out the facts of using language according to their respective rules. 

Awareness of the fact that everyday life is complex, including various energy fields, 

language also includes multiple uses, and the sentences vary. The number of languages is 

constantly growing and not fixed, so new types of languages always appear alternated, and 

the old ones are forgotten (Kaelan 2006, p. 73). However, that does not mean that the 

various types of use do not have rules. The term grammar game used by Wittgenstein 

shows this affirmation. Wittgenstein emphasized this like a chess game, each of which has 

its role. Only by knowing and understanding the rules of the chess game will we think 

three times (think three moves ahead) before moving chess pieces. If we find the 

application of this rule on the chessboard, we will feel amazed and understand the purpose 

and purpose of a law. 

Understanding the grammar of this language game means that in this life, humans 

find various kinds of games, such as volleyball, soccer, tennis, Etc, each of which has its 

own rules of the game. Thus, grammar game shows us that every form of language game 

has its own rules that cannot be mixed with other (various) rules laws. Scientific variety, 

for example, has its own rules of the game, which have implications for the provisions that 

the scientific community must obey. The use of language in a scientific context cannot be 

confused with language in a relaxed manner because the casual variety has its own rules. 

Chaos will arise when we apply the rules of one language game to another. Therefore, it is 

impossible to determine a general rule of language game that involves various human life 

contexts. As emphasized by Kaelan, Wittgenstein’s thoughts have a similar attitude as 

stated by Agustina and Chair (2004, p. 191), as in the case of the mention of standard 

language, namely naming common naming one of the varieties that exist in a speech. 

Therefore, from the outset, it is necessary to explain that the more appropriate naming is 

traditional language variety or standard language variety, and not just common language. 

So, naming Indonesian as the national, official, or language of unity is calling the entire 

Indonesian language as a langue with all its varieties and variations. Meanwhile, standard 

Indonesian (variety) is only one variety of the many varieties of Indonesian that exist, 

which are only used in official state situations. 

The summary of the various thoughts above leads the writer to the conclusion that 

Saussure’s belief that parole is not suitable as a material object for language research can 

be corrected with the grammar game theory of Wittgenstein. Because langue is not 

something the same for all but varies in each individual after this understanding is 



5270 

“straightened,” it can be seen that language is the activity of speakers; langue is a product 

that individuals actively record. Langue is an integrated part with language, inside and 

outside the individual, which independently makes it possible to create or change it. 

Langue exists as a result of some past, present, and possibly future contract between the 

members of society. After all, the individual needs to recognize the game’s rules; a child 

can only live little by little. Langue is something that is integrated with a human who 

appears in parole. Langue, along with parole, is a concrete object, which is very beneficial 

for its study (Saussure 1993, p. 81). 

Sociolinguistics, a linguistic science interdisciplinary with sociology, which 

examines social factors related to interaction or communication in society, actually has an 

excellent opportunity to play its role as a valuable science for enriching the understanding 

of human life that requires values. 

According to Koentjaraningrat (Kaelan 2005, p. 49), culture is divided into three 

types:  

1. The form of culture is valued, namely ideas, thoughts, concepts, and human thoughts. 

The state of civilization is abstract cannot be sensed. This form is often referred to as a 

cultural system;  

2. The form of culture in the form of a complex of activities, namely in the form of human 

activities that interact with each other so that they are concrete and can be sensed, and 

this form is referred to as a social system;  

3. The state of culture in the form of cultural objects, namely the results of human 

civilization in the form of cultural things that are also concrete. 

Sociolinguistic research, according to JA Fishman (Agustina and Chaer 2004, p. 5), 

is a study that is more related to the details of actual language use, such as descriptions of 

patterns of language/dialect usage in specific fields, choices of language/dialect usage 

made speaker, topic, and setting of the conversation. However, according to the author, 

sociolinguistics will be more meaningful if it stops describing patterns of language use or 

use. Furthermore, suppose it is associated with the second type of cultural form, namely 

culture in complex activities (social systems). In that case, the sociolinguistic study or 

object of sociolinguistic research material that the author offers is a form of culture as a 

social system through the use of language expressions in society. The material object of 

this research will reveal or find tendencies of specific philosophical values in the complex 

activities of society culture, for example, the philosophy of hedonism, feminism, 

materialism, and philosophical matters. 

The development of science and technology increasing rapidly lately affects 

communication between humans in a social system. Therefore, a change in society will 

also bring about a difference in the orientation of human life, both concerning direction to 

the value of human work, exposure to the matter of time in human life, orientation to the 

value of human relations in community life, and orientation to the value of human relations 

with the natural environment. This orientation towards philosophical values that develop in 

a particular society and at a specific time is also a material object of philosophical research. 

By itself, this research is interdisciplinary with social research (Kaelan, 2005, p. 52). In the 

author’s opinion, this research can also be carried out by sociolinguistics, considering that 

research on material objects like this is not only at the level of causality or correlative but 

also qualitative research models to interpretive philosophical values that develop in 

society. Through parole, which the author has corrected with the grammar game theory of 

Wittgenstein, language produces and shows human culture. The concept of language 

games provides a philosophical basis that the essence of language is its use in human life 

which is complex, spontaneous, unlimited, and varied (Wittgenstein 1983, p. 23; Kaelan 
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2006, p. 145-146). Still, according to Wittgenstein, meaning is the value contained in the 

expression of language is found in human life because, in principle, the language used by 

humans in communicating is to express a meaning that is a value of life (Kaelan, 2006, p. 

155). 

After obtaining the ontological legitimacy of parole and obtaining the object of 

research material for sociolinguistics, the next author will direct the search to the 

epistemological aspect of sociolinguistics. 

According to structuralists, language as a source of knowledge is commensurate with 

other natural phenomena so that verification can be applied in the natural sciences. The 

epistemological model of structuralism appears to have natural, empirical characteristics 

and builds a theory. 

The development of sociolinguistics that considers external aspects in the form of 

studies of things or factors outside of language related to the use of language is a step 

forward and is a paradigmatic revolution in linguistics. Because of this, sociolinguistics has 

tried to approach the nature of language, which is essentially the value of life. 

However, epistemologically there is still an attachment to structural linguistics, 

especially concerning the epistemology of language. This fact appears explicitly with the 

requirement to study the external study of speech, and a researcher must first engage in the 

internal analysis of linguistics (Agustina and Chaer, 2004: 2). Sociolinguistic studies that 

have been carried out so far relate to the details of language use that describe 

language/dialect usage patterns in a particular culture, the speaker’s choice of 

language/dialect usage, topics, and the conversation background. The process of detailing 

and describing usage patterns requires structural linguistic abilities such as syntax and sign 

systems, considering that structural linguistics studies language using this aspect. 

Structural and descriptive aspects cannot be separated from sociolinguistic studies. 

However, according to Wittgenstein, the dimension of language, the size of speech, is 

much broader than that. Wittgenstein emphasizes the word’s meaning, not on the 

justification of language as a sign system but the nature of its meaning in its use in human 

life. The unlimited context of human life causes the importance of the language to be 

endless. Every aspect of life uses sense according to its own game (Kaelan, 2004, p. 173). 

Language expressions such as giving orders and obeying them, describing the 

appearance of an object, describing, reporting an incident, acting, speculating about events, 

and reading stories, are the use of language in various kinds of human life (Wittgenstein, 

1983, p. 23; Kaelan, 2004, 2004). p. 174). Suppose the use of language in various contexts 

of human life has different meanings than in every language game. In that case, several 

rules must be met to be clear communication about a language meaning (Ginn, 1997, p. 75; 

Kaelan, 2004, p. 175). The basic assumption of Wittgenstein, which suggests ordinary 

language in grammar games, thus, has similar elements as in parole, which the author has 

previously strengthened by concluding that langue and parole are integrated. Each cannot 

be separated from the other, just like humans. 

Sociolinguistics, in other aspects, still tends to develop normative elements as is done 

by structural linguistics, such as verbal repertoire, speech communities, deficit hypothesis, 

Etc. If sociolinguistic epistemology works like this, it can be said that sociolinguistic 

studies fall into nomothetic science. 

Linguistics, including sociolinguistics, is a science related to humans and their lives 

that can be studied through language expressions. Sociolinguistics, thus, includes the 

science of humanity. Consequently, the methods developed in the sciences should also be 

related to the human aspect. 
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The method offered by Wittgenstein in studying the values of human life conveyed 

through language is called grammatical inquiry. The method process of grammatical 

investigation developed by Wittgenstein does not start on a system of using language as a 

sign system but is determined by the language itself. Wittgenstein believes that by using 

this method, he is trying to change a belief that has been formed in the use of language, 

which gives a grammatical systematization character that regulates the use of language in 

human life because, in this way, it is not humans who use language to communicate in 

various fields of life. Instead, humans are controlled by a strict language structure. 

Wittgenstein’s goals in the grammatical investigation are of two kinds. First, it uses 

to develop and make language realized by humans between philosophically and 

conceptually reflective ideas about the nature of language use with the factual reality of 

language functioning its use in human life. Second, Wittgenstein uses this method to draw 

human attention to the differences in the use of language in various fields of life and the 

specifications that characterize the multiple uses of each in every context of human life. 

Wittgenstein asserts that in developing the method of grammatical investigation, the 

subject is actively involved in the object because what is discussed is related to qualitative 

phenomena, mental, emotional, feeling, and human expression through language. These 

things can only be analyzed by investigating the use of language in human life, which is 

carried out by explaining, describing, and objectively describing the phenomenon. This 

principle is the basis of Wittgenstein’s foothold in grammatical investigations that require 

the subject to be directly involved because the phenomenon of language is related to 

human life, which is qualitative. 

Sociolinguistics is a field of empirical science related to material objects that are dual 

and qualitative. Consequently, when conducting scientific investigations, the area of 

sociolinguistics is not enough to only develop its studies based on structural, rational, and 

mathematical, empirical aspects. The sociolinguistic material object that the author has put 

forward is the form of culture as a social system through the use of language expressions in 

society. It requires methodical elements in descriptive methods used in scientific research 

related to human aspects such as analytical methods, verstehen methods (understanding), 

interpretation method, hermeneutic method, language analytical method, abstraction 

method, historical method, comparative method, inductive method, and heuristic method. 

The science journey concerning the relationship between the need or not of value in 

scientific research has two different views. A school argues that science is essentially 

value-free, ‘value-free,’ meaning no relationship between science and value (Kaelan, 2006, 

p. 154). In contrast to this view, the notion of phenomenology, including natural and 

humanistic sciences, argues that as long as humans are interested in science, science is 

value bound. According to this understanding, our recognition is perspective, how and 

from where we know and influence what we know. Theory and facts are determined by 

values (Kaelan, 2006, p. 154). 

It cannot be denied that ontologically, language has two dimensions, namely 

empirical and non-empirical dimensions. Language expressions in the form of non-

empirical, in the form of meaning, are values in life. According to Wittgenstein, meaning 

purpose, which is the value contained in the expression of language, is found in human life 

because, in principle, language is used by humans in communicating to express a meaning 

which is a value of life. 

Sociolinguistics itself only understands the value of language based on its empirical 

aspects. This can be observed when sociolinguistics only assesses a language’s linguistic 

system in one nation among other nations. Meanwhile, the meanings and values expressed 

through language are unlimited and varied. For example, if we use the word ‘Indonesia’ 
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and want to know its importance, we must understand the values of life related to the use 

of the word. To express the definition contained in the expression of the word, we must see 

the value of life concerning the word, for example, location, territory, population, people, 

and flag, which are related to the rules for using the word. The term ‘Indonesia,’ which is 

used in the song ‘Indonesia Raya,’ contains the value of ‘my homeland.’ ‘The land where 

my blood is spilled,’ ‘the land where the Indonesian people live and make a living, as well 

as contain the meaning of willingness for every nation to make sacrifices. 

The meaning of language is not found in language or language speakers but is found 

in human life itself. Therefore, according to Wittgenstein, observations must be made on 

human life concerning the rules for using language to examine the meaning. Each context 

of language use has its own rules, and the rules and their use in human life will find the 

meaning of language. 

Thus, it has produced findings based on a search on sociolinguistics that strengthens 

the non-empirical aspect of the language, namely meaning. The object of sociolinguistic 

research material related to the non-empirical elements of language that the author puts 

forward is the manifestation of culture as a social system through language expressions in 

society. Meanwhile, qualitative research methods are used to research the epistemological 

aspect of sociolinguistic material objects that the authors have found. Meanwhile, for 

language axiology, the writer suggests the importance of exploring the values of life to 

understand every expression of the meaning of language. 

 

IV. Conclusion 
 

The advantage of studying material objects that the authors put forward, namely the 

manifestation of culture as a social system through language expressions in society, is that 

a sociolinguistic researcher will have a significant role in human development. Because of 

this, the results of the sociolinguistic research of this model will reveal to the public a 

particular philosophical view reflected in social communication, and usually in the form of 

specific values that become the tendency of certain people’s philosophy of life. This 

material object is not limited by a particular time and is dynamic. In a specific social 

system, a tendency to certain philosophical values can be found, for example, the 

philosophy of hedonism, feminism, materialism, and specific intellectual values. 

Parole’s position, henceforth, has been firmly recognized as the basis for scientific 

language research. Because, referring to the characteristics of parole, humans who have a 

causal relationship with language are indeed diverse, unique, complex, and cannot be 

tested based on positivistic principles, but must be understood, interpreted, and interpreted 

because they involve understanding, concepts, values, and characteristics. Characteristics 

are inherent holistically to the data concerning various aspects that may exist. 

Sociolinguistics must start or even return to examine civilization’s linguistic 

problems, including humans, symbols, and meanings. The value poverty of 

Sociolinguistics caused by too lazy and rigid usage must be ended immediately. For this 

reason, Sociolinguistics is obliged to collaborate with other humanities disciplines to find 

the most effective and efficient problem-solving methods and solutions. Developing 

Sociolinguistics to be more adaptive and sensitive to actual problems effectively and 

efficiently to achieve the ideals of this field of study is the correct way. 
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